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Reynolds, Quentin. Only the Stars Are Random House, June 
10, $2.30 


Beaders need introduction Reynolds since 
has been notable contributor that several years. 
For those who have yet make his acquaintance may noted that 
one those glib foreign correspondents who not only knows 
the headline personalities the day but who apparently first- 
name friend most these men. His style brisk and lively, 
times even dramatic and tense, when the battle- 
field describing the horrible nightmare dive bombers letting 
loose their deadly demons destruction. 


Only the Stars Are Neutral not objective analysis the war 
London, Russia end Cairo the last year. personal 
record and such pffers the eyewitness opportunity express 
his various likes and dislikes about which usually quite 
definite and explicit. 


Following pleasant week end visit with Prime Minister 

during which sojourn atmost forget that there war, Reynolds 
leads the roof the Savoy witness the bombing London 

the night May 10, won the war. This Rey- 
nolds his best. 


After this, events moved along too slowly England flew 
Moscow with the Harriman-Beaverbrook mission. But Reynolds left 
England find action Russia, his departure had just the 
Opposite effect his report. From this point be- 
comes rather ordinary repetition poker games and utterances 


82. 


contempt for the Russian censors beyond whom was well nish 
possible get story. interest visit through the hospitals 
Moscow from which learn the wonderful progress the Russians 
have made stamping out diseases their army. Forced 
retreat from Moscow when the German troops were the gates the 
city, one able imagine the chagrin foreign correspondent 
who wants hand when things are happening. This the sit- 
uation Reynolds, with his colleagues and diplomats, 
when found himself Kurbysheo, 630 miles removed from the scene 
activity. was virtual exile. was with deep sigh re- 
lief that Reynolds eventually flew southward report the desert 
campaign. And here have him with the tenseness and 
realism that his when there found. 


there one quality which Reynolds possesses remarkable de- 
gree his naivete. After ten weeks Russia came away con- 
vinced that what had learned was that had learned nothing. 

But while most outspoken his dislike for Russian censors 

once quick emphasize his like for Russians-primarily be- 
cause their heroic stand the Nazi 


Perhaps the fact that was the only correspondent present the 
dinner may have been the cause his reaction, but when Stalin gave 
toast President Roosevelt asking God "help him his most 
task" Reynolds was deeply moved. And since there was 
anti-religion Russia that saw "mentally apologized 
Catholic for the thines I've thought about Russia's toward 


Russia that decides that perheps all the tims and money expended 
Senate investigations into Soviet propaganda have been 
better spent the investigation anti-Soviet propaganda our 
county." But then need not take these too seriously since 
even Mr. Reynolds does realize that "you can't learn whole new 
world, even twenty-four-year-old world, two and half months." 


all Only the Stars Are Neutral lives the promise made 

Saw and people mst, without any pretense profundity 
ical dissertations the war. starts off note with 

its description the London tapers off considerably 
the dreary stay Russia, and then reaches peak again 
when face the dive bombers from two foot trench the desert. 


apparent that the who dealt with quite notably the 
author himself. For the reuder who enjoys this sort thing then 


probably forgotten rapidly ordinary magazine 


that will not harm anyone since will 


Tolstoy, Leo. War and Translated Lorice and Aylmer Maude. 
Forward Clifton Fadiman. Simon and Schuster, May 1942. 1372p. 


$3.00 


Because the suggestive parallel its theme, Napoleon's invasion 
Russia Hitler's invasion, Tolstoy's War and Peace, peer among 
novels brought out this time splendid new edition. 
Beautifully bound and printed, also has colored inside cover 

maps Napoleon's and Hitler's campaigns. describes the actions 
and reactions the Russian noble classes during the Napoleonic 

wars from 1805 1812. But, though technically confined the serf- 
owning classes, suggests the loves and the duties and the trials 
and temptations all people all ages. short, great, 
undoubted, and eminently wholesome masterpiece. also book 
which could wish have been about our house when was boy 
that would have struggled through its glorious pages slow degrees 
those teen days when years were long and the imagination fresh. 


When Pierre, his father's death becomes the rich Count Bezukov, 
dissipated the others but sincere and unconventional thought, 
Prince Vasili maneuvers him into marrying his beautiful and 
tious Helene. After wins duel account her infidelity, 
separates from her and begins slow moral conversion, iirst under 
the influence freemasonry, later more even tried 
but vain, free his serfs, the meanwhile his friend Prince 
Andrew Bolkonski falls love with Natasha Rostov and during year 
enforced absence entrusts her When his 
brother-in-law, the profligate Prince Anatole dishonorably moves 
Natasha elopement, Pierre prevents it, but cannot move the 
proud Prince Andrew forgive Natasha. Having fallen love with 
her himself, but, considering divorce wrong, abruptly stops seeing 
her. When Napoleon advances upon Moscow Prince Andrew seriously 
wounded and chance transported the Rostov refugee train, 
that Natasha sees him again. now forgives her--but dies. While 
Pierre the front, his unfaithful wife has died abortion. 
But Pierre, hoping assassinate Napoleon, stays and 
captured and carried along Napoleon's terrible retreat. guerills 
group, led the man had defeated the rescues him, His 
moral regeneration now almost Visiting Prince Andrew's 
gentle and good sister, Mary Bolkonskaya, Natasha again. 
her and love transforms him into really good and man. 
encourages the marriage brother Rostov Mary, the 
most religious and saintly person the this 

too, happy. 


Though full courtships and marriages and army camps, the language 
never crude and the scenes never sexy the least offensive, 
Everything romantic plane, suitable even for young people 
read. one part, page 933, the Jesuits are introduced slurrinely, 

The difficult problem treatine war and domestic interests side 
Side fairly well achieved, though does slow the action regularly, 
The less intellectual readers will skip the bsttle sections, which are 
often essays strategy wer. 


its style, this great novel its ethical 


touch sound, Shakespeare's, never things bad de- 
bases things recognizes sin and conscience, and indirectly 
religion and exalts Morally stands for honor 
courtship and fidelity marriage. calls adultery. 


strongly stresses the happiness forgiving those who wronged one. 
Secondarily attacks gambling, duelling, drunkeness, 
rudeness inferiors, and abuse prisoners. 


broader sense the chief thesis the book that war 
organized murder which the commanders are not eifective military 
political geniuses but unwitting tools circumstance, or, 
you will, divine purpose (p.875). tries picture 
merely temporarily lucky brigand, who Russia was defeated 
not the Russian generals army but his own stupidity. 
praises Russia's resistance invasion but satirizes her previous 
and subsequent interventions outside her border save Europe. 
While disparages military strategy and leadership gives high 
credit the morale the common soldiers and suerille warfare. 
noted, however, that guerilla warfare and any form 
civilian resistance only successfully after the French 
army was voluntarily but rapidly trying leave Russia. Throughout 
stresses that circumstances rather than criminal 
ness that plunges whole nations into what calls the senseless 
Slaughter wars, and therefore, characterizes hatred bitterness 
towards enemy provincial and foolish. After Pierre met the 
first French officer and talked him, his bitterness even towards 
Napoleon abruptly ended. War and battles, can only 
avoided enough individusls the nations will refuse fight. 
Without the cooperation the common soldiers, Napoleon could not 
have done 


The book has many notable philosophical reilections, such "when 
two people quarrel they are always both 
great, stimulating and wholesome book that read every- 
body, young and old, who has the time and the capacity. only the 
more intelligent, one would imagine, can enjoy it. 


Berger, Meyer. The Eight Million. Simon and Schuster. June 10, 


New York strange city and many ways typical the melting 
pot which Certainly one might find almost any- 
thing anyone New York. One her native sons, Meyer Berger, 
has given book, The Eight Million, which deals with the 
the queer and the quizzical, regard both people and things, 
found Bagdad-on-the-subway. Mr. Berger newspaperman, quasi- 
columnist, somewhat sanctifisd quondam association with the New 
York Times and his book makes pretense literary quality. 
odds and ends and straightforwardly 
written. Most the stories are extremely interestine and this 
reviewer feels that their only fault lies their brevity. 


Mr. Berger devotes more attention crime than any other one 
subject. His histories the Tombs and the West 47th Street Precinct 
Station are quite long and through their use human interest detail 
give picture the criminal development which accom- 
panied the growth the citv. addition the above two also 
has interesting stories the Murder, the trans- 
fer prisoners and many other cases deals with crim- 
inal elements society. 
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Most were the stories Stitch McCarthy, Rumanian Jew 
and bail bondsman, Sam, King the Red Dress gypsies, who brought 
his tribe evening school for education, the Broadway chisel- 
ers, their wits and slugs, and the sidewalk fishermen 
who thrive coins and small articles dropped passersby subway, 
sewer and other sidewalk lesser interest are the stories 
Otto, who ties Ascots fashionable weddings, the woman 
who slept for months with the decaying body her dead husband 
order continue collecting his pension, suppers the Metro- 
politan, beggars and their lonely heart clubs, mari- 
juana joints and the rather lethal union activities the Irish 


Many these articles were previously published the New York 
Times, New Yorker, Life and other publications, yet are enter- 
reading and with host others not mentioned 
make pleasant and readable recreational book which can 


recommended for anyone above the high school level. 


Koestler, Arthur. Dialogue With Death. The Macmillan Company, 
June 30, 1942. 


Arthur Koestler's Dialogue With Death account the author's 
thoughts, emotions and reactions while imprisoned and all intents 
under sentence death the Nationalists Seville during the 
Spanish Civil War 1937. lesser extent description 
Spanish prison methods and the various prisoners encountered 
during his incarceration. 


January 15, 1937 Arthur Koestler left Paris cover, special 
news correspondent for the London News Chronicle, 

Llano's offensive against After the usual transportational 
difficulties arrived January 28th find that all 
organization, both military and political, was confused 
totally absent and that neither sufficient troops nor supplies were 
present defend Malaga. All this was attributed the inefficiency 
the government and its sympathizers. describes details, which 
witnessed, events leading the capture which oc- 
curred February including desertion the Government com- 
Manders and the general the Government Militia. 

Koestler had ample opportunity leave Several occasions end 
started but finaily end was taken into cus- 
tody Captain Bolin, the Nationalist press chief, the home 
Sir Peter Bolin had been Koestler's cicerone 

when the latter had been correspondent with the Insurgents earlier 
the war and Koestler had that the latter would kill him 
sight because his Communist sympathies and because the un- 
favorable picture Queipo Llano which Koestler had drawn his 
book attacking the Netionalist cause. Koestler arrested despite 
the intervention Sir Peter but was not killed immediately. Rather 
taken prison where almost attempts commit suicide 

from fear being tortured but and loses the hypodermic 
Syringe and morphine when Mr. Koestler then describes 
his first reactions prison, between despair and hope 
and concluding that death was that would 
Surely shot spy. snatches for himself short period 
Cheerfulness when determines commit suicide with shard 


glass discovered his cell but the instinct 
tion was subconsciously too strong and again desisted. During the 
four days which Mr. Koestler spent the Malaga prison describes 
Oily voice which irregular intervals called out the names 
prisoners executed presumably without any other than the most 
summary military trials. 


After four days the Malaga prison Mr. Koestler was taken train 
Seville where was imprisoned under the Queipo 
Llano. describes the journey the company two Civil Guards 
and peasant family, stressing the natural kindness and sympathy 
the Spanish our John Public. Koestler had as- 
personal revenge motive General Llano and ex- 
pected shot momentarily but that the general 
never even bothered interview him. the prison Seville 
quite modern and the treatment quite humane. first was kept 
incommunicado and isolation but later most the usual 

privileges were granted him. Still without hearing formal 
charges remained uncertain his fate but gradually adapted him- 
self his new environment and this section the book 
that covers his psychological reactions imprisonment and the 
fear death. describes his almcst morbid interest minutiac, 
things which hitherto had seemed commonplace, his attempts 
maintain mental balance through abstract speculation memory 
anaesthetization and his notes the properties time and its 
passage are most interesting. Finally, when pencil and paper were 
granted him began his prison diary chronicling every little oc- 
currence, his contacts with wardens and fellow prisoners, the number 
executions and the reactions accompanying them and other details 
prison life. During his stay prison Mr. Koestler engaged 
two hunger strikes attempts bring himself the attention 
various authorities but voluntarily abandoned both without result. 
Finally the efforts the British consul, newspaper and his 
friends secured his exchange for government prisoner and was 
released May 14th. 


There much speculative material the book which cannot 
cluded without making this summary unduly burdensome. Most 
psychological description states mind and all strongly 
materialistic. occasion Mr. Koestler holds converse with God but 
one gets the impression that only doing make sure that 
every possibility adequately covered. extremely frank 
stating his reactions and emotions acknowledging his fear 
death and his inabliity find antidote for it. sdmits that 

government sympathizer and presumably Communist but there 
little point discussing the merits the Spanish 
Civil War from his viewpoint where the Nationalists take all the 
blame. With regard the executions the Nationalists Mr. Koestler 
treats them evil and unjust---we cannot know the truth falsity 
that the basis the evidence hand but certainly should 
condemn the Nationalists for unnecessary killings, especially the 
poor and humble militiamen, for cruelty any form whose 
also describes. should also blame the Government party for not 
checking the atrocities which its partisans were known have com- 
mited. several occasions Mr. Koestler goes out his way speak 
disrespectfully priests including implicatory slur upon World 
Wer chapleins. All all this reviewer feels that because the 
author's materialism, his inability see what merit there was 
the Nationalist side and what evil the Government side and 


there little objective the book with regard psychol- 
ogical reactions, which been bettcr described 
need not recommended for any class reader. 


James. Tap Roots. The Dial Press, June 29, 1942. 593p. 
$3.00 


Street's Tap Roots desis with the position ond actions 
Southern abolitionists during our Civil War, little-known 
our Very few the Southerners owned slaves 
but those few had more less schieved upon the 
agricultural economy the South and through that stranglehold had 
risen political The largest percentage Southerners 
did not want slavery, they certainly did not want war over slavery 
but the face the political dominance the other party they 
were too unorganized resist effectively. isolated 
portions the South the movement had gathsred such 
streneth that serious local disturbances fact one two 
regions broke out open rebellion the Rebels and effect 
fought for the Union against the volitical power the 
entirely fictitious nature Tap Roots based 
upon one these with ell its scenes laid Mississippi 
during the Civil Wsr veriod. The title the book derived from 
the big tree which stood near the Dabney home and whose roots sym- 
bolized the attachment the family the country. The tree was 
destroyed during the battle just was family's control over 
the surroundine countryside. 


the story cpens the virile Sam Dabrey, patriarch the 
Dabney clan who had Lebanon County Mississippi 1815 

and who the country into solid anc prosperous farming 
him within several weeks. Sem Hoab Dabney, who 
ignorant his true origin tie son Sam's sister, 
frontiersman, and imagines himself Sam's true 
son. Hoab religious and and with regard 
abolition but time kind, understanding and 
fatherly other well shrewd end canny business. 
Slavery almost extinct the valley Lebanon County but since 
the own the vailey and its resources they exercise complete 
economic control over the Irish and Cajun laborers and their 
The whole story revolves about Hoah, his wife, and their 
children, Cormec, Bruce, Morna, Aven and Kyd, adopted after the death 
her Cajun Sam knows thet has negro blood her an- 
cestry and, anxious her against what conceives 
Hoab's writes letter telling Hoab his ille- 
gitimacy confides his Reverend Bruce Kirkland, 
independent Scotch pestor the valley, and Tishomingo, cultured 
chief the Choctaws, with instructions that used only 

the event that attempts disown Sam Dabney recognizes 

the between the North and the South and after 
warning his fnmily and other provisions dies and 

siven Choctow his own request. 


q 
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Bruce Dabney becomes angered editorial Sam death 
the Whig and rides challenge its author, Keith 
Tishomingo, Hoab and Cormac after him and Tishomingo 
powerful national The bar has developed Keith 
developed into the mest tie South with more than 
Omega. Keith with arty Dabney pay his 

ar an j 

W 


fancies herself love and Captain Clay 
Ivor, son the only slave owner 
Keith and join the Freemen's 
Society, groun, having contact with the Yankees, for 
true Clay even the extent with him. 
Shortly afterwards she cortracts leaves 
one leg. thet will his word marry her but 
feeling that her has changed his love Morna per- 
Sists releasing Clav from his then falis love 
with Aven ani later her Morna 
turns that does not satisfy her and 

she finallv consents love and has relations 
with although sho the meantime Tisho- 
mingo has insisted parelyzed leg continuously and 
later the story she recovers 


ith 


the tender had love with Bruce who 
had left school start sevmill which into success 
ful business. Hoab finally notices this love later but consents 
even though hed known ancestry even before 
has voted convention from the Union and 
for wer. convention Doug hed voted for secession 
direct contradiction the ths constituency 
which hed elected him end fit had shot Keith Alex- 
ender the back. property refuses 
pey the new military but after hed been driven out 
Hoab's men the State too fully take any 
further effective action. Keith cotton 
the North for iron they the South making 
This smuggling later the North snd the South but 


not before Keith have emmunition brought in. 
the the first vesr the war Hoab, fit fanatic 
zealotry, rallies ais cnd Cejun laborers him and co- 
Operation with sets the Free State Lebanon rallying: 
point discontented Southern The expected recruits. 
howe fail flock their and only few 
and deserters join This shntters Hoab's dream 
ending the war end one begins lose con- 
trol his men but and Bruce wield into fairly 
effective force while for the South take action 


this rebellion its rear. 


the South afford the men action against the Dab- 
neys regiment under Clay the valley 


q 
q 
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marching into position during the rainy season when troop move- 
ments had been thought impossible. However, the valley warned 
time and prepares defend itself. With Keith away and Hoab dis- 
organized, Morna secretly makes her way Clay for the purpose 
holding him until sufficient time has elapsed for Keith's return and 
the perfection the defenses. She succeeds again having illicit 
interoourse with Clay but Tishoningo killed the attempt 
prevent The author uses more than 150 pages describing the 
preparation for and the actual battle which, after taking heavy 
toll the the men Lebanon are wiped out end the 
valley devastated. Hoab, Shellie, Bruce, Morna and Keith sur- 
vive and remain hidden the swamp. Bruce and Kyd then arrange 
marry and attempt rebuild the family life the valley while 
Morna finally arranges marry Keith who plans the 
carpetbaggers gaining power the South and thus assuage his 


hatred the story ends. 


Tap Roots lusty, passionate, too full-bloaded story entertaining 
certain degree but riddled with fallacies and objectionable 
material. Most objectionable are Morna's sexual irregularities, 
Keith's blind hatred his father, the lack condemnation 
and the general moral tone. There are unnecessary indecencies ex- 
pression and occasional profanity. All these things combined mili- 
tate against recommendation this book for any class reader. 


Kantor, MacKinley. Gentle Annie. Coward-McCann, Inc. June 15, 1942 

friendless and, naturally, lovely girl; hard-riding, 
train robbers; the crooked sheriff and family feuding--put into their 
midst the faithful arm the law and you have all the ingredients 

for exciting and tumble "dime thriller.” But give one 
more turn, finish off with the most unbelievable climax you 
find yourself real, unique called, Gentle Annie. 


course one realized that day the news spread around that 
Kinlev had died from his assassin's bullet what was about happen 
the vicinitv Pahoka City during the next week. Not even Dick 
Williems, hopped off the rods, looking hobo ever 
blind baggage. But then Dick had not reckoned with the pretty 
bit femininity who was that moment stepping down from the rear 
coach that same train. How eagerly would have offered helping 
hand Annie Lingen overheard from her conversation with the 
Station agent her predicament. seems she had left St. Louis 
after the deata her father visit relatives out here the 
Cherokee Strip only learn that the old folks had moved away with 
the creditors chasing But Dick had job do, much more im- 
portant the time than distressed female. was going 
bring justice the desperadoes who had recently held the 
time could not wasted. 


That Dick, his trus identity hidden, should befriended the very 
whom seeking, was simply one those odd tricks fate. 
But was more than fate when the Goss boys insisted adding 
Second their list daily good deeds inviting the homeless 
lassie stay with their mother-affectionately called Muddy-at the 
Under such circumstances events were bound move along 


| | 

| 


rapid pace Evening Creek. Before the sun had set the second 
day was apparent that all men were falling madly and hope- 
lessly love with "Gentle And she, aware her conquests, 
was not hesitant offer complete affection all three 


didn't take Dick many days discover that Cotton and were 

the boys had been sent tmck However this time the 
brothers had taken him their collective bosom after painting 
vivid picture their exploits, promised reveal the hiding 
place their cache before accepting him partner their 
enterprises, 


The next day, fortified with all his evidence, Dick seizes the lads 
and tells them who really is. But the same moment making 
the arrest shot heard coming from the direction the house. 
back they find Annie standing over the body Muddy--another 
the ancient feud raging between the Tatum and Goss families. 


Then when they have given the affectionate soul decent burial 

possible under the circumstances Dick confronted with the 
gest problem his life. must either give the boys their guns 

shoot them for resisting arrest. chooses the first. Riding 
head stop the freight all set pull out Pahoka City his eyes 
meet what expected--Tatum's men lining the streets ready for bit 
gunplay. And when the two boys ride down the street. 
killed. And Cotton? You'll have read this believe it. The 
trusted arm authority gives this prisoner his own money, puts him 
the train and allows him escape. Alone? No, friends, but with 
little girl who had made pulp out the lives three men because 
she was born love and and they were made 
gay her joy and suffer for her. But you find our hero crying 
his eyes out over this whom loved, but who turn could not 
sincerely love. sir, not this story. strolls the 
street, finishes off the boys' feud for them with just three shots 

and then leisurely waits for somebody take him into custody. 


there any moral connected with this story the 
old one that man liable anything because love for 
woman. But we're not going pass judgment that. Because its 
occasional profanity and the spirit hate end revenge which prompts 
Dick take the law into his own hands and his prisoner 
escape rate Gentle Annie adult 


MacInnes, Helen. Assignment Brittany. Little, Brown and Co, 


July 1942. 373p. 


With World War supplyinz the opportunity, the spy story has come 
beck first position among the thrillers. Among the new writers 
fame this field Helen MacInnes, whose first novel, 
Above Suspicion, (cf. Aug. 22, 1941) won high place 
last year's sales record; her new likely 

Similar success. 


dropped from plane into Northern Brittany, Martin Hearne 
the Intelligence Service became Bertrand Corlay, who had 
been wounded the Dunkerque evacuation and whom Martin was 
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impersonating (without Bertrand's consent) order report 
British headquarters signs Nazi activity, especially 
made with view toward invasion Britain. Through hidden diary 
Martin learned much Corlay's pro-Nazi tendencies; worked into 
the Nazi organization which intended use the independence move- 
ment the Bretons order separate Brittany from the rest 
France; met Corlay's fiancee, Anne, and his Nazi girl-friend, 
Elise. Well, the story develops the usual way, fluctuating be- 
tween Nazi dangers and romantic For background 
and interest Mont St. Michel brought in; much the action trans- 
the sands and hills outside the Mont. 


The author devotes unusual care background and character. 
result the tempo reduced slightly but not enough spoil the 
effect. There are several slight but unnecessary digs religion 
such the reference St. illegitimate son, Deodatus, 


tracing the origin the town St. Actually, appears 


that the town was named after St. Deodat the seventh centurv. 
Secondly, after mentioning the fact that "men hed once prayed and 
hed feasted and fasted, had fought and lived" the upper 
portions the Mont, says that down "men had welcomed 
death release thom from their tortures, men had gone mad hidden 
dungeons, men had entombed alive (p.220) without 
referring the fact that "at the French Revolution the Maurist 
monks were ejected and the splendid building became prison for 
political offenders while, with unconscious irony, the name the 
was changed from Mont St. Michel Mont (Catholic 
Encyclopedia, "Mont St. Michel") Yet, despite these two incursions 
into innuendo, recommend Assisnment Brittany all readers 

spy story far above average. 
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EDITORIAL 


recent decision the Executive Council the 
Catholic Library Association approved the indexing 
BEST SELLERS reviews The Catholic Periodical 
Index. Indexing will retroactive volume 
number April 1941. 


92. 


